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PREFACE. 

THIS series of books is presented in the hope of aiding the youth of 
our country to form the habit of observation of Nature, than which there 
is no greater power for education. The series consists of two volumes, Book 
One and Book Two. It is recommended that they be taken up in the order 
indicated, though each book is independent of the other. 

It has been my endeavor in writing the words of these songs to use 
the child's language, and to recognize the child's sense of humor, which seems 
to me of great importance. In the music I have tried to adhere naturally 
to the elocutionary expression of the text. 

It is impossible to give satisfactory directions as to the manner in which 
songs stre to be sung ; but if teachers and others who may use these books 
will bear in mind the above fact and allow the children to sing the words as 
they would read them, taking all the liberties necessary for the elocutionary 
expression of the text, the best results will, I am sure, be obtained. 

If these songs be accepted as educational, Mr. Bobbett's pictures must 
rank with the songs themselves as a necessity. It is therefore to be hoped 
that, wherever the songs are used, each child may have a copy of the book. 
This form of illustrated song is educational as a whole^ and the song should 
not be separated from its illustration. 

W. H. NEIDLINGER. 
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